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National Strategy for Assessing the Quality of Education  
in the Republic of Tajikistan for the Period Until 2044
				
				1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. The National Strategy for Assessing the Quality of Education in the Republic of Tajikistan for the Period Until 2044** (hereinafter – the Strategy) has been developed on the basis of the National Concept for Assessing the Quality of Education in the Republic of Tajikistan for the Period Until 2044, approved by the Decree of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan dated April 29, 2024, No. 240. The Strategy, as a tool for implementing the above Concept, is aimed at improving the education system with the goal of ensuring the quality of education through the establishment of an assessment system.
2. The Strategy also focuses on improving the teaching process, contributes to ensuring the quality of education in Tajikistan, and lays the foundation for participation in international assessments of education quality.
3. The quality of education is assessed taking into account the provision of favorable teaching and learning conditions, human resources capacity, educational literature adapted to students’ intellectual and physiological abilities, teaching and methodological tools and visual aids, as well as the mastery of educational and instructional programs in accordance with the requirements of national education standards.
 
 		2. SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS
4. In the Republic of Tajikistan, departments, divisions, and working groups responsible for managing the quality of education operate under the relevant ministries, agencies, and educational institutions.
5. A multi-level education system (bachelor’s, specialist, master’s,   Doctor of Philosophy – PhD, doctor in a specific field, habilitated doctor) has been established and integrated in the Republic of Tajikistan, and assessment is carried out in accordance with the stages of education.
6. In the current context, the assessment of the quality of education, taking into account the mastery of educational programs, is carried out in general and initial vocational education institutions based on the five-point grading system (2–5), and in secondary and higher vocational education institutions based on the hundred-point grading system.
7. The analysis results showed that in 2024, the quality of education was assessed as follows: in general secondary education institutions – 35.1%, in new-type general secondary education institutions – 42.1%, in initial vocational education institutions – 35.7%, in secondary vocational education institutions – 39.5%, and in higher vocational education institutions – 44.3%. In addition, the level of mastery of educational programs was determined as follows: in general secondary education institutions – 93.1%, in new-type general secondary education institutions – 95.1%, in initial vocational education institutions – 71.3%, in secondary vocational education institutions – 76.3%, and in higher vocational education institutions – 85.3%.
8.The assessment of the quality of education and the mastery of educational programs in educational institutions is carried out during the first and second semesters of the academic year. The assessment is concluded based on the results of education quality monitoring. 

3. CHALLENGES IN ASSESSING THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION AND WAYS TO ADDRESS THEM
	9. Challenges in assessing the quality of education in educational institutions:  
· non-compliance with assessment principles;  
·  lack of comprehensive standards, tools, and classification of assessment levels;  
·  insufficient use of modern assessment methods from developed countries by teachers in the learning process;  
·  incomplete analysis of assessment results regarding the educational performance of students and teachers by the departments of education, as well as failure to adequately prepare reports to address existing problems;  
·  absence of unified indicators to objectively determine the quality of education;  
·  regulatory legal documents governing assessment issues in the field of education do not meet the requirements of the modern era;  
·  lack of developed assessment models adapted to the types and levels of education, as well as the needs of learners with disabilities;  
· insufficient cooperation between relevant educational structures and organizations of developed countries on issues of quality assessment;  
·  absence of a unified mechanism for assessing the quality of education in the education system;  
· inadequate funding of quality management teams in general education institutions.
10. Ways to address the challenges in assessing the quality of education:  
- development of assessment methods;  
- expansion of monitoring and evaluation of education quality at the national level;  
- revision of standards, curricula, and teacher professional development;  
- evaluation of educational literature (including textbooks);  
- introduction of modern teaching technologies;  
- emphasis on developing critical and creative thinking skills in the learning process;  
- support for inclusive education taking into account the diverse needs of learners;  
- ensuring transparency and accessibility of information on education quality for effective management and addressing shortcomings in this area;  
- involvement of relevant authorities in the process of developing and revising standards, curricula, and programs;  
- support for pedagogical research to identify innovative teaching methods, as well as ensuring equal opportunities and access to education for all segments of society.	

4. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STRATEGY
11. The purpose of developing the Strategy is to improve the quality of education, regulate the national assessment system, and align the country’s education system with international standards at all levels of education. The Strategy contributes to the intellectual development of teachers and educators in order to enhance educational and methodological activities (methodological support, professional development, and training of future teachers within the framework of vocational education).
12. This Strategy contributes to the achievement of the following goals:  
- alignment of educational programs with subject standards;  
- ensuring the assessment of educational programs;  
- ensuring the quality of educational literature;  
- assessment of the academic performance of pupils and students;  
- monitoring the achievements of pupils and students;  
- establishment of a modern mechanism for evaluation and monitoring of national education standards;  
- laying the foundation for national and international assessments;  
- systematization of the management of the educational process;  
- strengthening the material and technical base.
13. Objectives of the Strategy:  
- improvement of the teaching and educational process;  
- obtaining information about students’ achievements;  
- effective use of assessment results;  
- improvement of educational standards, curricula, and academic programs;  
- conducting assessments to enhance the quality of education at the academic-instructional, institutional, and national levels for participation in international assessments;  
- establishing close cooperation among teachers, students and pupils, parents (or legal guardians), educational institutions, and civil society in the process of assessing education quality;  
- development of programs, modules, methodological guidelines, and preparation of national and regional-level trainers on issues of educational quality assessment;  
- phased training of general education teachers on the use of the national mechanism for assessing education quality;  
- development of manuals and guidance for managerial staff (heads of departments, division heads, and leaders of quality management groups in educational institutions) to ensure effective assessment;  
- organization of training seminars for specialists and teachers on the use of developed tools for assessing the quality of education at all levels;  
- implementation of modern educational technologies for assessment;  
- planning of activities to introduce changes into the national education assessment system through seminars and conferences.

5. MAIN DIRECTIONS AND INDICATORS OF THE STRATEGY
14. The Strategy covers the following aspects:  
- management of the assessment process;  
- analysis of indicators;  
- personalization of the teaching and learning process;  
- professional development;  
- revision of educational literature;  
- digitalization of the learning process;  
- strengthening the skills and competencies of pupils and students. 
15. The Strategy lays the foundation for achieving the goals of quality education development at all levels of education and ensuring competitiveness in the labor market in accordance with the national economy.
16. The main directions for implementing the Strategy:  
- assessment policy and management, development and introduction of standards and assessment procedures, development of teaching materials and manuals for teachers;  
- formative and summative assessment, implementation of an assessment system that evaluates not only academic knowledge but also critical thinking, creativity, and collaboration skills;  
- digital technologies, integration of digital tools for assessment management, analysis of results, and personalized learning;  
- teacher professional development, continuous professional growth of teachers, exchange of best practices, and methodological support;  
- studying the effectiveness of monitoring and analysis of the implementation of standards and curricula, taking into account their improvement and adaptation to the requirements of the modern era;  
- study, observation, and evaluation of the effectiveness of using modern assessment tools aimed at improving the quality of education, the level of knowledge, skills, and competencies of learners, and enhancing their content in accordance with international standards;  
- evaluation of the quality of test development to determine the level of knowledge, skills, and competencies of learners based on subject standards and curricula, with consideration for improvement and adaptation to modern norms;  
- study and evaluation of the activities of departments and divisions of education, and leadership at all levels of education in ensuring the professional development of subject teachers and accurate and transparent assessment of students’ knowledge, skills, and competencies;  
- evaluation of the effectiveness of implementing formative assessment in involving students in active learning, self-assessment during the learning process, and addressing identified challenges;  
- development of methodological recommendations for subject teachers (in-class assessment);  
- study, observation, and research of the role of incentives for educational institutions in developing assessment tasks, analyzing the results of certification, centralized entrance examinations to secondary and higher vocational education institutions, and submitting reports to the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Tajikistan.	
17. Development of effective analytical indicators based on international experience and considering the specific features of the national education system:  
- development of regulations on the national assessment system;  
- use of official indicators as a basis for implementing the educational process in educational institutions;  
- activation of modern assessment mechanisms at the national level;  
- preparation of assessment questionnaires based on international assessment models;  
- development of methodological guidelines for authorized bodies in the field of assessment;  
- conducting regular analyses of education quality using modern assessment tools;  
- development of a unified questionnaire to identify problems and ways to address them in the implementation of quality education;  
- development and implementation of a support system for teachers in the educational process, based on the methodology of continuous professional development through diagnosis, planning, implementation, and review;  
- development of educational programs for students with disabilities;  
- establishment of ongoing cooperation between central and local government authorities based on analysis informed by assessment results;  
- conducting phased research using data from international assessments, considering the characteristics of the national education system;  
- introduction of assessment analysis methods at various levels and application of the process of diagnosis, planning, use, and review;  
- strengthening the role of heads of educational institutions in the analysis and assurance of education quality based on the results of current and summative assessments;  
- improvement of teachers’ professional skills through modern teaching methods and technologies;  
- introduction of digital technologies in the monitoring process to improve the efficiency of the educational process;  
- development of educational, methodological materials and guidelines related to new assessment technologies;  
- active participation of the country in international assessments of education quality;  
- provision of favorable conditions for participation in all types of assessments.
18. Assessment results serve as a basis for experience exchange, scientific and educational cooperation, and financial and technical support, and also contribute to the development of international relations in the field of education.  
19. The results of international assessments lay the foundation for the further improvement of teaching methodology and the introduction of modern assessment methods:  
- development of programs using the results of international assessments;  
- development of curricula and educational programs in accordance with international standards;  
- improvement of teacher professional development course programs based on achieved assessment outcomes.  
20. Target indicators:  
- improvement of education quality in accordance with national education standards at all levels and international assessments;  
- demand for graduates of vocational education institutions in the labor market and their contribution to national economic development;  
- strengthening of the material-technical base and digital technologies;  
- formation of a competitive, creative, and innovative environment among teachers and students.  
21. At the final stage of the Strategy’s implementation, the quality of education at all levels will be ensured, and the achievement rate will be raised to 100 percent.
22. Learning outcomes and the development of core and subject-specific competencies contribute to improving the quality of education:  
- introduction of amendments and additions to regulatory legal acts in the field of education;  
- development of national education standards and subject-specific standards for preschool, general secondary, primary, secondary vocational, higher vocational, and postgraduate education, taking into account modern requirements and international standards;  
- introduction of amendments and additions to curricula and academic programs at all levels of education, based on scientific achievements, the demands of employers and learners, and considering the main physiological and age characteristics of learners, including those with disabilities;  
- development and revision of the content of textbooks in accordance with the requirements of subject standards and academic programs;  
- development of methodological guidelines and educational materials for teachers at all levels of education, taking into account the implementation of modern teaching technologies;  
- determining the effectiveness of using modern educational technologies, equipping classrooms with modern tools, ensuring the integration of science and production, and developing learners’ core and subject-specific competencies in the learning process to improve the quality of education;  
- fulfillment of the requirements of subject standards and academic programs in educational institutions.

6. FUNDING OF THE PRESENT STRATEGY
23. This Strategy shall be implemented through funding from the republican budget, which is allocated annually to the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Tajikistan and other ministries and agencies that have educational institutions under their jurisdiction, as well as through foreign investments, international organizations and development partners, social partners, and other sources of funding not prohibited by the legislation of the Republic of Tajikistan.  
24. The amount of funding shall be determined based on specific activities outlined in the Strategy’s action plan, which is developed for every three-year period.

7. MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF THE PRESENT STRATEGY
25. Monitoring and evaluation of this Strategy shall be conducted by the authorized state body in the field of education and science, as well as oversight bodies in the fields of education and science, and vocational primary and secondary education.  
26. Monitoring and evaluation of the Strategy shall be carried out in accordance with the Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan dated December 29, 2018, No. 615 “On the Rules for Conducting Monitoring and Evaluation of the Implementation of National-Level Strategic Documents, Sectoral and Regional Development Programs in the Republic of Tajikistan.”  

8. FINAL PROVISIONS
27. The authorized state body in the field of education and science, as well as the oversight bodies in the field of education and science and in the sphere of primary and secondary vocational education, are responsible for the effective implementation of this Strategy.
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